
PUBLIC EVENT ANNOUNCEMENT: 
Teapot Party Meetup
12noon, Saturday, March 26, 2011
Brown-Bag Lunch, Bring Your Own Chair
Meet at the Veterans Memorial, Hwy. 62 & 6th St. (Hwy. 178), Mountain Home, Arkansas
“You don't have to smoke it to know it's time to change it.”
Contact: Richard Morton:  870-405-5512

NEWS RELEASE:
Supporters of the Willie Nelson Teapot Party initiative to legalize, regulate and tax cannabis-hemp 
(marijuana) met at the Western Sizzlin in Mountain Home, Arkansas, Saturday, February 26.

The third such meeting held in Mountain Home, this 'Meetup' (as it is called in organizational 
vernacular), organizers Richard Morton of Norfork, Tom Wynn of Mountain Home, and Christine 
Beems of Shirley, convened an 'organizational development' agenda with a group of about 50 in one of 
the restaurant's private meeting rooms. 

The agenda, facilitated by Beems, started with self-introductions. Each person present had the 
opportunity, if they wished, to say who they were, where they resided, and why they chose to attend 
this meeting. Several participants had come from Missouri and said that their interest was to learn what 
was going on in Arkansas and find out how to organize civic-activists in their own state. Others came 
from Mountain Home, Gamaliel, Gassville, Yellville, and other nearby communities. 

Several people said their reason for attending was to learn more about the issue. Among the balance of 
the group, about half voiced interest in having legal access to the medical benefits of cannabis. Nearly 
everyone expressed concerns over 'the burgeoning costs, ineffective policies and detrimental tactics of 
the War on Drugs'.

Open discussion of these and related issues forwarded ideas about the potential environmental and 
economic benefits of hemp cultivation; the extraordinary per-capita incarceration rate in the United 
States; the meaning of 'Constitutionally guaranteed liberty'; the seemingly limitless and nearly absolute 
power leveraged by multi-national pharmaceutical corporations to influence the policies of government 
to the apparent detriment of its own citizens. 

Under the 'What can we do about it?' heading, Beems gave a report on the current status of a year-long 
effort to get Medical Cannabis legislation enacted by the 2011 Arkansas General Assembly. She 
explained that contrary to widespread public support for legislation to free those who use cannabis for 
medicinal purposes from fear of prosecution, state legislators are still sitting on the fence. 

“They keep telling us they need to hear from more of their constituents, but the fact is that time is 
almost up,” Beems referenced the statutory conclusion of the current legislative session, noting that 
Monday, March 7, is the last day to file new bills.   

Morton, who has been a driving force of the Teapot Party momentum in Arkansas, supplied the contact 
information for local legislators and encouraged everyone to call. 

Half-a-dozen people volunteered to work with Morton and Wynn on developing a Baxter County or 
Mountain Home 'de-prioritize' initiative, modeled after laws which have been enacted in Eureka 



Springs and elsewhere in Arkansas that make the interdiction of cannabis use the 'lowest priority' on a 
local law officer's enforcement list.

Concluding the meeting, Morton thanked everyone for attending and also for the accommodating 
service provided by the management and staff at Western Sizzlin. “We did have a great meeting today,” 
said Morton. “And all the different people attending, well, it just shows that you don't have to smoke it 
to know it's time to change it.”

The Mountain Home Teapot Party will hold their next Meetup, a picnic-style 'Brown Bag Lunch', at 
12:00noon, Saturday, March 26, 2011. Those interested will gather at the Veterans Memorial, Hwy. 62 
& 6th St. (Hwy. 178), Mountain Home, Arkansas, and should plan on bringing their own lawn chairs. 

For more information, contact Morton, 870-405-5512, or Beems, 501-745-4153, look up the Mountain 
Home Arkansas Teapot Party on Meetup.com, find the Arkansas Teapot Party on Facebook, or visit 
www.gocannabis.wordpress.com ~~~


