
NEWS RELEASE: The 4/20 Solidarity Rally, held in front of the Federal Courthouse, in Little Rock, 
Arkansas on Wednesday, April 20, 2011, evidenced an unequivocal unanimity among many of diverse 
backgrounds and respectively independent interests for re-thinking state and federal policy on 
cannabis-hemp.

Coming from far-flung corners of the state and for the most part unknown to each other prior to 
participating in this event, the rally coalesced as a peaceable assembly proactively and voraciously 
petitioning the powers-that-be for redress of what the ad hoc assembly asserts is a 'grievous injustice'.

Glen Schwarz, president of the Arkansas Chapter of the National Organization for the Reform of 
Marijuana Laws (NORML), waved a multi-hued banner with drum-major style while leading the group 
in songs such as The Battle Hymn of the Republic and parading the sign-toting troops.

“This war must end,” Schwarz, who announced his candidacy for Congress representing Arkansas' 2nd 
Distict on the Libertarian ticket and is active in a petition drive to get the Libertarian Party on the next 
state ballot, referenced what he and others involved with efforts to end cannabis-hemp prohibition see 
as a for-profit war on a disenfranchised class of citizens which abridges the constitutionally guaranteed 
liberty of self-determination. For more about Arkansas NORML, visit http://www.arnorml.org/ where 
photos of the rally are posted.

Amanda Herd, who relocated from Oregon to Bull Shoals several years ago, grew-up in a community 
which removed criminal penalties for medical marijuana a decade before she graduated college. Over 
the course of an hour, Herd handed out a thick stack of fliers citing statistics on the number of annual 
deaths caused by tobacco, alcohol, prescription medications, cocaine, methamphetamine, caffeine and 
aspirin, which according to data provided by the U.S. Government total to 537,500 every year, versus 
the annual number of deaths attributed by that same source to cannabis-marijuana: Zero.

Herd's fliers also included a copy of the November 1, 2010 Resolution of the American Medical 
Association, which (in polite diplomatic language) demands that marijuana be immediately re-
scheduled by the Federal Government as “either equal to or less restrictive than the Schedule III status 
of synthetic THC (Marinol), so as to reduce barriers to needed research and to humanely increase 
availability of cannabinoid medications to patients who may benefit.”

C. Shepardson, Herd and others representing the Mountain Home Teapot Party, carried signs they'd 
spent a day making, proclaiming messages such as: “Hemp for Jobs: Paper, Rope, Canvas, Biodiesel, 
Seed Oil, Wood Substitutes” and “Patients NOT Potheads” listing 15 of the various diseases and 
conditions that preparations of cannabis are scientifically know to alleviate or control, and “The Failed 
War on Drugs Cost WE Taxpayers $20+ Billion This Year! 49% of Prisoners are Jailed for Non-Violent 
Drug Offenses! Half of all Drug Offenses are Marijuana Related!”

Will Taylor of Little Rock, a retiree from the policy-writing arm of the Arkansas Medicaid Program, 
50-year veteran of Arkansas' live-music scene and spokesperson for Cannabis-Hemp Study Advocates, 
responded to questions about a proposed Initiated Act, “The Arkansas Cannabis and Hemp Study Act,” 
which “authorizes a long-term, statewide, self-financing (unsubsidized), independent project (the 
Study) to comprehensively research all significant issues related to regulated production and use of 
cannabis and hemp.” Shortly before the rally, Taylor submitted the proposed initiative to the State's 
Office of the Attorney General for approval of the ballot name and ballot title.

“We call it solidarity, because we all may very well agree on only one thing,” Taylor, flashing a wry 



smile, commented. “I want to hear from anyone who wants to be involved.” For more information 
contact Cannabis-Hemp Study Advocates, email wt3314@gmail.com, or visit 
http://www.chsa.jigsy.com

Robert Combs, director of Arkansas Time After Time, an organization that works in affiliation with 
Citizens for Legislative Change, ReformSexOffenderLaws.org, the Sex Offender Solutions and 
Education Network (SOSEN) and Arkansas Citizens United for Rehabilitation of Errants (CURE), for 
meaningful reform of the criminal justice system, to ensure effective law enforcement practices and 
social rehabilitation programs for convicted offenders, to safeguard the general public and especially 
children against victimization, joined the rally as a show of solidarity.

“Cannabis is not really my issue,” said Combs, who testified frequently during the 2011 General 
Assembly at various committee hearings where new laws pertaining to sex offenders were being 
debated. Also an invited presenter at the Central Arkansas Reentry Coalition and at the Annual Spring 
Conference of the Arkansas Mental Health Counselors Association, Combs said he joined the rally 
because 'enacting laws that make people safer and use tax dollars wisely' is his top priority. For more 
about Combs' advocacy work, visit http://www.reformsexoffenderlaws.org/

Billy King of Little Rock, was one of several by-standers who inadvertently happened upon the rally 
and spontaneously joined in, carrying signs and giving a 'thumbs-up'to to the numerous motorists who 
honked a show of support. “It's going to be here anyway,” said King about cannabis-hemp in a KTHV 
interview. “Just legalize it.”

Christine Beems, a retired media and marketing management professional from Shirley who helped 
coordinate the rally, said she agrees with Representative Diane Russell of Portland, Maine, who has 
introduced legislation, LD 1453, to legalize and tax marijuana and is campaigning for Maine to be the 
first state in the Union to legislate an end to the prohibition of cannabis-hemp.

“Prohibition funds violence and murder,” said Beems. “The drug war breeds racism and corruption. 
Cartel terrorism is oozing across our border and we are spending billions each year to perpetuate this 
devastating status quo. We've got to stop.”

To generate further awareness, the Mountain Home Teapot Party is planning a Battle of the Bands to 
take place this summer, with date, location and details to be announced. For more info on this contact 
Georgia Lewis, 870-431-7785. For more info on the Teapot group's next steering meeting, find them on 
facebook, contact Richard Morton 870-405-5512 or Andrew Paxson 870-321-4066, or visit
http://gocannabis.wordpress.com ~~~
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